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THE 


PREFACE. 


Preſume it will be objected againſt 
me, that I have left Swearing, Who- 
ring, and Drinking, the moſt noto- 
rious Faults, and thoſe for which we 
are more particularly famous, quite 
untouch d. I own I have; but I would not 
have any one imagine that my Silence proceeds 
from my Approbation of thoſe Crimes, but 
from a Conſciouſneſs that all I could ſay would 

be to no purpoſe. | 
SwEARING, tho' the moſt filly and ridiculous - 
of all other Vices, and which has the leaſt to be 
ſaid in Excuſe for it, yet when a Man once be- 
comes habituated to it, it's very difficult, nay, 
almoſt impoſſihle to be ſhook off. One that has 
accuſtom'd himſelf to ſwear upon every Occa- 
ſion, would not for ſome Time know how, 
without an Oath, to affirm any Thing he ſaid 
with Strength and Emphaſis enough to make it 
ſeem true. If he was not to ſay By G-, or, 
By his Soul, he would not know how to ſeem 

in earneſt, 
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As'to Whoring, one may as well perſuade " 
Glutton from his Dainties, or a Miſer from his 
Gold, as a Man who is young, healthy, and 


well kept, from loving a handſome Woman, eſpe- 


cially when he can do it with Convenience; 


and ſo long as our Maſters, the major part of 


them at leaſt, give us all the Liberty we can de- 
ſire, it cannot be expected we ſhould do other- 
wiſe. But be careful Brethren that with your 
Honey you take not in a Sting, which may in- 
flame your Blood, and cauſe a long Repentance 


to ſucceed your ſhort-liy'd Pleaſure. 


AND as to Drunkenneſs; if the Loſs of 
Time, Money, Health, Reaſon, and Reputa- 


tion, be not ſufficient to diſſuade Men from the 


Practice of it, I am certain that all J can ſay will 


be inſignificant and ineffectual. 


ANorhER Objection which I expect will be 
made againſt this Performance, is its being in 
Verſe. Tis true the Subject is too low for 
Poetry a great deal, and I hope the Meannefs 


thereof will be attributed to that Cauſe. But I 


thought its being a Poem might perhaps induce 
fome of my Brethren to buy it, who otherwife 
would not; and by that Means the good Ad- 
vice, if there be any ſuch contain'd in it, would 


be more generally communicated, 


THE 


INTRODUCTION. 
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NoBLEMEN, GENTLEMEN, 
and LADIES, ho keep 
many Servants. 


Moft Noble, Right Honourable, &c. ; 


EVER AL, both of the ancient and 
modern Philoſophers, have made fad 
Complaints and Exclamations againft 
<1 Nature; that ſhe hath ſubjected Man- 
SES) kind toa great many Eyils and Inconve- 
miences, unknown to the reſt of bis Fellow Creatures. 
One complains that we are left naked and expos'd 
to the Inclemencies of the cold and pinching Air; 
another, that we are defenceleſs and unarm'd againft 
the Inſults of Beaſts and ravenous Creatures: This 
is angry that he cannot mount the Air, and ſoar 
aloft with the Eagle; and t'other, that he is deny'd 
to ſport in the Seas with the Dolphins: But I don't 
remember 
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= Ferber L ay cue -# them Le bemoan'd our 
| nhappi in deing | to V1 a Condi- 

| tion not to be found any Species - Creatures 
_ - upon Earth but Man. | who on Account of the 

li ſuperior Nobleneſs of his Nature, and ſtrong Propen- 

. ity to Freedom and Liberty, one wou d think ſhou d 
be more impatient and par ax f in that Condition 
than any other Creature in the Univerſe. 


Wiru what Humanity then ought a Maſter to 
treat that Man whom Fortune has ſubjected to be 
his Servant? How ought he to endeavour to mollify 
and alleviate the Irkſomeneſs of his Servitude? and 
by the Sweetneſs of his Temper and Mildneſs of 
his Commands, make that be perform'd willingly, 

which would otherwiſe be done with ReluQtance ? 
always remembring that though he is advanc'd never 
ſo far above him by Fortune, he is yet nearly rela- 
ted to him by Nature; and that had it not been for 
ſome accidental Circumſtances, he might perhaps 
have been in his Condition. . 


Trese Reflections would naturally tend to abate 
the Harſhneſs and Severity with which ſome Gen- 
tlemen treat their Servants. In this Caſt of Mind 
they would ſometimes be led to regard them as 
Men, endued with the ſame Faculties, Paſſions, 
Appetites, and Defircs, with themſelves; and not 
as Slaves or Beaſts of Burthen, cut out merely for 
Servitude, and incapable of any Thing in the 

World, but to know what they are commanded, 
and how to obey. | 


Ir will be objected perhaps, that there arc a 

| great many amongſt us, who are capable of very 
little more than this: I grant there is, and that 

therefore the ſame Countenance is not to be ſhewn 

| to all. That which would make a diſcreet Servant 

g | modeſt 
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on Merit, and thoſe who gratefully receive them 
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modeft and reſpectful; would make a Fool impetti- 


nent and unmannerly: It behoves a Maſter there 


fore to diſtinguiſh betwixt the Deſerving and the 
Undeſerving; betwixt thoſe who place all the ſuper- 
n Benefits they receive to the Score of their 


as unmerited Bountics flowing purely from their 
Maſter's Generoſity. 


Ir is certain there is nothing procures a more 
faithful Service from a grateful Lemper, than the Li- 
berality of a Maſter. Rewards are not given to good 
and faithful Servants, but paid; nor ought that 
Time to be accounted loſt, which is ſpent in the 
Service of a noble Benefactor; for ſuch a one will 
never fail to reward Merit, even beyond its Deſert. A 
generous Man, that loves his Servant well, is as a 
God unto him, both gives him Bleſſings, and pro- 
tects him from Dangers : As on the other hand, a 
diligent and diſcreet Servant is one of the beſt Friends 
that a Man can be bleſt with, for he will do what- 
ſoever Service a Friend can, and may not only be 
commanded to do it, but there is alſo leſs Hazard 
of loſing him than the other, 


Bur the Misfortune is, we are look'd upon as in- 
capable of performing any Service of a higher Na- 
ture, than waiting at I able, carrying a Meſſage, or 
the like ; we are not thought fit to be entruſted with 
Secrets, to be employ'd in any Buſineſs of Impor- 
tance; nor in ſhort, to tranſact any Thing which re- 
quires Thought or Condut: And in this View it 
is not probable we ſhould ever poſſeſs any Place in a 
1 Eſteem, beyond that of his Dos, or his 

Oric, | 


Bur 
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Bor we haye. not always been regarded in this 


contemptible Light: If we look into the Hiſtories 
of the Greeks and Romans, we ſhall find that thoſe 
great and wiſe People frequently made uſe of their 

rvants in their moſt important Affairs. Seneca be- 
ins an Epiſtle with rejoicing that his Friend liv'd 
amiliarly with his Servant; and an old ingenious 
Author of our own Country ſays, That Servants 


& are as the Locks of the Houſe; if they are ſtrong 


« and cloſe, they preſerve us in Safety; but weak 
< or open, we are left a Prey to Thieves, If they 
are {ach as a Stranger may pick, or any one open 
« with a falſe Key, tis good to change them in- 
ſtantly; but well warded, they are the beſt Guards 


of our Fame and Welfare.“ 


* muſt be confeſs'd indeed, that as there are 


ſome Gentlemen who think it below them to conſult 


their Servants in any Thing, ſo there are a great 


many of us who are not worth conſulting, and 1 


doubt the Fault generally runs on our Side: The 
major Part of us are incapable of — a Judg- 

ings; we 
think Knowledge is out of our Province, and there- 
fore never trouble our Heads about it. And indeed, 
the little Value which is ſet upon thoſe few who en- 
deavour to diſtinguiſh themſelves by their Merit, 


will not much encourage others in the Acquiſition 


of it. 


Bur I ſhall run on thus in looſe Hints and gene- 
ral Obſervations, till J quite forget the main De- 
ſign of this Introduction, which was juſt to have 
touch'd upon the Duty of Maſters, (if I may ſo 
preſume,) under the ſeyeral Particulars, and in the 
Order they are mention'd in the Poem; and accord- 
tgly I ſhall begin firſt with Honeſty. 10 
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18 HONESTY. ” 
Hd EST is certainly the principal Virtue 
belonging to a Servant; and when a Maſter 
upon repeated and various Trials hath always found. 
a Servant juſt, he ought. not to be too credulous in 
admitting ſealouſies and Surmifes to the contrary. 
It is certain that amongſta large Family of Ser- 
vants there will frequently be Jars and Diſagree- 
ments; and at theſe Times, every. little Thing 
which is known againſt each other is diſclos'd, ma- 
liciouſly aggravated, and ſet in the worſt Light it 
will poſſibly bear; and in theſe diſadvantageous 
Circumſtances, tis ten to one, but by ſome tatling 
Maid, or other, tis carried up to the Miſtreſs; ſhe 
reports it to the Maſter, and immediately the Servant 
is diſcharg d. I have myſelf known more Inſtances 
than one of this Nature; and certainly, if Maſters, 
without ſuffering themſelyes to be precipitated b 
Anger, would calmly enquire into the Reports which 


Servants make one of another, they would frequent- 


ly find a very plauſible Story to have no other Foun- 
ation than a weak Suſpicion, improv'd by Spite 
and Malice. * 


Bur as a Maſter ſhould not be led away by every 
idle Tale, ſo on the contrary he ſhould take care of 
being ſo confident of a Servant's Integrity, and fo 
over-prejudic'd in his Fayour, as not to hear any 
Thing at all againſt him; this would be the Way 
to encourage every vicious Inclination which might 
enter into a Seryant's Head. Let him firſt conſider 


the Probability of what he hears, and whether the 


the Informer may not have ſome Deſign, Intereſt, 
or Prejudice, in the * and accordingly, 5 
| he 


(0) 
ke finds Cauſe of Suſpicion, let him proceed to exas 
mine the Truth of it. | 


 CAREFULCNESS. © 


FIS common amongſt Maſters, when any Thing 
1 happens amiſs, which might poſlibly 'hayc 
been prevented, to lay the Fault on the Careleſſ- 
neſs and Negligenee of Servants; whereas, if they 
would but rightly conſider there are a thouſand in- 
tervening Accidents perpetually occurring, Which 
divert our Thoughts and Intentions from what we 
are buſicd about, to ſomething new: This is ſuc- 
ceeded by ſomething elſe, and that again by an- 
other Thing, till the Thoughts of what we were 
firſt order'd are quite obliterated and forgot. It 
muſt be confefs d, indeed, that the greateſt Part of 
us are ſo far from being embarraſsd with a Multi- 
plicity of Buſineſs, that we ſcarce know how to paſs 
away the vacant Time; and for theſe to be cartleſs 
and negligent in that little which they have to do, 
there is certainly no Excuſe, | ws 


" OBEDIENCE. 


F a Maſter expefts a chearful and willing OBEDI- 
ENCE, he ought to take carenet only to command 
nothing but what is juſt and reaſonable,but alſo to deli- 
ver his Commands with Mildneſs and good Humour. 
"Tis certain there is nothing encourages a Servant, or 
makes him undertake and perform his Buſineſs with 
more Chearfulnefs and Alacrity, than a Word, or 
even a Look of Approbation from the Mafter. When 
a'Man is affur'd, that if he uſe his beſt Endeavours 
in what he is going about he ſhall certainly pleaſe, 
he proſecutes it with Courage and Vivacity; and 

| not 
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5 11 | 
not being intimidated, perſorms it more punctually, 
and with leſs Hazard of Miſcarriages. — on 2 

other hand, when Commands are given with a haugh- 
ty Imperiouſneſs, or harſh Severity, if he be a Man 
of any Senſe and Spirit, he receives them with An- 

er and Reſentment, and executes them with Re- 
Che; and if timerous and fearſul, he is imme- 
diately confounded, receives what he hears in Hiſor-- 
der, and about it with Confuſion. In a Word, 
if a Maſter would have himſelf welt obey' d, he 
muſt render himſelf well beloy'd. The Nature of 
Man is averſe to Compulſion, and where the leaft 
of that appears, he will ſerve the beſt. 


DILIGENCE. 


ILrcexce is a Virtue which is certaitily? very 
valuable in a Servant, and ought to be encou- 4 
rag d. When a Man purſues his Buſineſs with Di- 

hgence, every Thing is done in Order, and as it 

ought to be; nothing is put off, flubber'd over, 

or forgotten. Such a one as I have ſaid in the 

Poem, 


Proceeds in Buſineſs regularly on, 

And follows it with Vigour till "tis done. 

One Hour for this, and one for that ordains, 

Mor lets th appuinted Time flip idly through his 
Hands. 35 Foe 


=-====-=- --- Lays a Method down, . 


Now the Duty of a Maſter, when he knows he has 
got ſuch a Servant as this, is to inform himſelf of 
the Times which he ſets apart for ſuch and ſuch 
Things, and if poſſible * to interrupt him 3 

2 Pro 


Ni) | 
Proſecution of them; but, if any Buſineſs 2 | 
either to employ another Servant, or (if the 
Thing will permit) defer it till a further Opportu- 
nity. = h 1 * 


SUBMISSION to ReBukes. 


Uz1s810N to Rebukes is one of the hardeſt Leſ- 
I ſons a Servant has to learn; to hear ourſelves 
deſpis'd, degraded, and call'd a thouſand Fools and 
Blockheads upon every trifling Occaſion, is certain- 
ly to human cha the moſt irkſome "Thing ima- 
ginable. I am perſuaded, if ſome Gentlemen could 
be. prevail'd upon to put themſelves, into our Pla- 
ces, in Idea only, of; imagine all thoſe galling Re- 
proaches, imperious Menaces, and degrading Jeers, 
with which they daily flout and revile poor Servants ; 
Ifay, if they would but imagine all theſe Things as le- 
vell'd at themſelves, and reffect what Emotions would 
be rais'd in them upon ſuch Uſage, they would cer- 
tainly treat us with more Candour and Humanity. 
But one would be tempted to think that ſome Gen- 
tlemen conclude when a Man becomes a Servant, he 
ought no longer to look upon himſelf as a human 
Creature, but relinquiſh his-Paſſions, and retain no 
Senſe of Anger or Reſentment, even upon the moſt 
provoking Inſults. And indeed, he that cannot 
do this, will never be able to ſerve ſome Maſters, 


N E ATN ESS. 


A* to NEATNEss, I need not ſay much about it; 
we ſeem fond enough of appearing clean and 
handſome, without any other Encouragement than 
our own Foppiſhneſs and Vanity: And I am afraid 
that from the greateſt Part of us this is the only 
{Qualification that can be expected. » 
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Receiving and Delivering MESSAGES. + 

Eceiving and delivering MESSAGES, as I have 
R ſaid before, is not perhaps ſo eaſy a Thing as 
ſome People may imagine, any Gentlemen are 
apt to think that we know as well what they are 
going to ſay, as they themſelves; and under this 
ſe Suppoſit ion, don't give us half the Inſtructions 
which it is neceſſary we ſhould have to underſtand 
what we are going about. Sometimes a Meſſage is 
ſo perplex d and intricate, that it requires us to be 
very attentive and quick of Apprehenſion to under- 
ſtand the Meaning of it; and our Maſters very well 
know, at leaſt they take the Liberty to tell us ſo, that 
we are but dull ſtupid Dogs at beſt; how then can 
they be angry at us for not rern, what they 
themſelves are ſometimes at a Loſs to explain? But 
this by the bye. The Duty of a Maſter, when he 
gives any Meſſage, the Meaning of which is not tg 
us very obvious, is to make it as plain and intelligi- 
ble as he can, and not only direct his Words, but his 

Looks towards us; for the Countenance of the Speaks» 


er will ſometimes confirm what his Words have left 
doubttul. 


 DISCKHETILON. 


IscxETION is an Excellent Qualification in Ser- 

vants, and being very rare aud nncommon a- 
mongſt them, ought to be much valued. A Gentleman 
may getan honeſt, a careful, or a diligent Servant, with- 
out much Difficulty, but a'diſcreet one is ſeldom to 
be found. And indeed, (amongſt us, the Generality of 
whom ate in a Manner without Education) it is 
not much to be wonder'd at; for to be diſcreet, a 
Man muſt have good Senſe, Judgment, and Reflec- 
WES 3-3 5 3 tion; 


| { 14 ) I 
eion; he muſt — into the Cauſes and Mo- 
tives of other” People's Actious, and confide# the 
Conſequences of his own, without which he walks, 
a8 it were, in the Dark, a s at random, and will per- 
petually be running into Blunders and Miſtakes. 


- How happy then ought that Man to account 
himſclf, who is bleſs' d with a diſcreet and intel li- 
gent Servant? His Commands are receiv'd with At- 
retitton, underſtood without Repetition, and per- 
rm d without Confuſion. He is not tormented 
with the Nonfenſe and Impertinence, which for 
Want of Diſcretion, the Generality of us are daily 
guilty of. In ſhort, when a Man is ſervd by a 
wiſe and diſcreet Servant, he is free from any Ap- 
enſions of his Conduct in whatſocver he entruſts 
um with, or employs him about. 


Txvs I have endeayour'd, without being partial 
in the Behalf of my Fellow-Seryants, to {et the 
Duty of Mafters in a juſt” Light, which I hope 1 
have done modeſtly, and without Offence. I have 
not endeavour d to extenuate the Faults of Servants, 
nor to aggravate thoſe of Maſters; 'on the contrary, 
I have condemn'd the firſt with Freedom, but the 
laſt with Caution. | 
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. 07 HER S in Servitude are the 
Song g. LHA 0 
** Ts you its Precepts and its Rakes be- 


W holclome Advice the friendly Muſe indites, 

And for your Good your Fellou-Servant writes, 

Not that I think my ſelf compleat or free 92 

From thoſe Does Which I in others ſee: 

But Prieſts, you know, gainſt Drunkenneſs will cry, 

Yet from the Pulpit to the Tavern fly; 

So I by Precept, not Example, ſhew 

What "tis we ought to be, and what we ought 
to do, | | 
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HONESTY, 


ix ST, [et ſtrict Juſtice i in our Breaſts reſide, 
And Truth and Honeſty our Actions guide: 
Let no Temptations draw us to abuſe 

The Truft which Maſters in our Faith repoſe; 
Reflect how vile, how baſe twou d be to cheat 
The Man who cloaths us, Sa whoſe Bread we cat. 
Then, to be branded with the odious Name 

Of one not to be truſted, ſpoils our Fame, 

What Maſter can chnimend us when we go? 

Or who will keep us. when they fiffd us ſo? 

For find us out they ſurely will at laſt, 

Some Circumſtance miſmanag'd in our Haſte 

The Crime betrays, or ſome malicious Eye, 
Watchful of Miſchief does the Fault deſcry. 

Or grant you are ſo dext'rous in Deceit, 

As undiſcover'd. to go thro” the heat,, 
Vet future Strife with Partners ma) reveal | * 
The latent Crime, and all the Secret tel:! 
Strait your diſcharg d, your Reputation l, | 
Nor can you hope to gain a ſecond Pot. - _ 


Nor io the honeſt Man, his peaceful Breaſt, 
Nor Doubts, nor Fears, nor guilty Thoughts mo- 
leſt; | 
Juſt his Designs, 1. Actions all are juſt, 
He gains his Maſter's Love, Eſteem, and Truſt, | 
Int'reſt, that ſly Seducer of the Will, 
Can never move his ſteady Soul to Ill, 


Nor 


(OY + . 

Nor is he juſt but in his Mafter's View, 

When Fear of being caught may keep him true. 

Abſent or preſent, 'tis the very ſame ; 

He ſhuns the Guilt more than he dreads the Shame 

And ſcorns to act, tho' ſafe, a —_ that merits 
Blame. 

Thus after long Experience oft has prov'd 

His ſteady Virtue is not to be moved. 

Of his known Faithfulneſs ſo well aſſur d, 

From Fears of Fraud his Maſter reſts fours + 

And, ſhould Occaſion happen, in his Breaſt, 

_ His Gold, his Secrets, or his Life might reſt. 

This gains us Love, by this alone we climb 

Up to our Maſter's Fayour and Eſteem : 

And, if it ever in his Power lie, 

A better Poſt rewards our Jong Fidelity. 


 CAREFULNESS. 


U E Honeſty, tho” highly to be priz d, 
As that in which moſt Virtues are compriz d; 

Is not, alone, ſufficient to compleat | 
Him, who in Servitude muſt earn his Meat. 
Tis not enough that we ourſelves are true, 
We muſt take Care that others are ſo too; 
For ſhould we be unmindful of our Truſt, 
"Tis much the ſame, as if we were unjuſt: 
If others cheat, embezzle, and purloin, 
Through my Neglect, the Fault as much is 

mine, 


As if. I actually with them combine. 


C 
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For Maſters on our Care as A rey, 
As on our Juſtice and Integrity: 
Therefore to them it is the ſelf- ſame Cheat, © 
Or done by Careleſnefs, or by Deceit. 


* 
Daniel Decant an honeſt Butler was, 
As ever tapp'd a Cask, or fill'd a Glaſs; 
He never wrong d his Maſter of a Cup,. | 
And, for his own Part, rarely drank a Sujß: 

But Daniel, now and then, if call'd away, 

In heedleſs Haſte runs and forgets his Key. 

This in the Door the thirſty Coachman ſpies ; 

He tips the Wink to Tom, Ton minds his Eyes; 

Joyful down'Stairs they haſte, their Thirſt — 

And three or four the largeft Bottles ſeize, "= 

Which to a private Hole convey d by Stealth, S 

Serve at convenient 'Fimes to drink poor Dani ls 
Health. | 

Here Daniel cheats his Maſter by Neglect, 

As much as if he really did the Fact; 

For ſo much Wine, if from his Cellar gone, 

Is ſo much Loſs, which Way fſoc'er tis done. 

Let us be careful then as well as juſt, 

So ſhall our Maſters fafcly us aan, 


OBEDIENCE. 


W N EXT, as we're Servants, Maſters at our 
1 Hands 
Expect Obedience to all juſt Commands; 
Which, if we rightly think, is but their Due, 
Nor more than we in Reaſon ought to do. 


Pur 
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purchas d by annual Wages, Cloaths, and Meat, 
Thbeirs is our Time, our n our Head, our 
Feet: 

We think, Aeg and 88 at their Command, 
And, as their Pleaſure varies, walk or ſtand; 
Whilſt we receive the covenanted Hire, 
Active Obedience juftly they require: 

we diſlike, and think it too ſevere, | 
Were free to leave, and ſeck à Place elſewhere. 


DILIGENCE, 


| I: Diligence I now proceed to fing | 
O may the Muſe perſwaſive Influence bring” 


ad one would think few Words might ſerve ten- 
1 force, | 
Becauſe th Adrentage "riſing from't is ours. 

But ſome, I doubt, are ſo with Sloth Pole, 

They can't embrace it, tho they know tis beſt; 
Loitering they Rand, their Buſineſs all to do, 

Till the laſt Pinch, and then they. ſlur it thro' 
Half done, half undone, and amidſt their Throng, 
Tis ten to one, but ſomething is dene wrong. | 


Nor go act Swift ; he lays a Method down, 
| Proceeds in Buſineſs regularly on, 8 
And s it with Vigour till tis done. 
One Hour for this, and one for that ordains, 

Nor lets th' appointed Time flip idly thro his 

| Hands. 

His Buſineſs thus purſu'd by juſt Degrees, 

Is ſooneſt done, and done with greateſt Eaſe ; 

= = For 
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Far when a conſtant Application's us d, F 

Tho' full employ'd we never are * d; 

We never ſeem embarraſs'd with our hone. 

Nor run ſo much the Riſque of doing wrong ; 

We thus for all Contingencies prepare, 

Whatever happens we have Time to ſparc. 

But he who to the laſt his Buſineſs drives, 

If any unexpected Thing arrives, 

His Maſter's forc'd to eat with half. clean ·d 
Knives. 


Which, if he chance to ſce, and blames the Crime, 


His beſt Excuſe is = == Sir, I had no Time, 


IT did not know of This, and That, and That + © 
But truſt me, Brothers, this is idle Chat; 
Such lame Excuſes won't the Fault attone, 
Maſters expect to have their Buſineſs done. 


Expect that we ſhould think, and have Regard 


To ** but may be, and ſo ſtand prepar'd. 


of SUBMISSION | 4% REBUKES. 


VUbmiſſion next muſt an Admittance find, 
The humble Liv'ry of a Seryant's Mind; 

By which we ought to be diſtinguiſhd more, 

Than by the Liveries on our Bodies wore : 


For Haughtineſs and Pride but ill agrees 


With one whoſe Duty 'tis to ſerve and pleaſe. 
Not that we ſhould ſubmit to bear the Blame ' 
For others Crimes, and, Guiltleſs, ſuffer Shame : 
We are not bound to hear ourſelves abus d, 
Falſly calumniated and accus d. 


Without 
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Without preſuming in our own Defence, 
To ſpeak a Word to clear our Innocence. 
This is not what L mean; tis only Words, 
Or odd peculiar Humours of our Lords: 
For Humours all Mankind, or more or leſs, 
Of one or of another kind polleſs, - 

A different Temper in each Mind's s diſplay d, 
All have their Ways, and all will be obey'd : 
And let me ask one Queſtion; Is it fit 
That they to us, or we to them, ſubmit? 1 
Muſt they to pleaſure us their Paſſions way, 
And every little Humour caſt away; 5 
Or we to pleaſure them, thoſe Whims obey? | 
No, we with Patience muſt ſuch Ills endure, 
For not by — 6 we find a — | 


NEAT E S S. 


UT hitherto 1 we've "qaly had Reſpect 
To what concerns the Mind or Intellect: 
Tis true, internal Qualities conduce 25 
To greater Ends, and are of greater Uſe, 
Than thoſe which only ſerve for outward Show, 
As powder'd Wiggs, clean Shirts, and ſuch like do: 
Yet theſe are neceſſary, and tis fit, 
That thoſe, whom Time and Buſineſs will per- 
mit, 
Appear before their ; PER always clean and 
neat. 
But don't ye run into affected Ways, 
And apiſh Geſtures praCtis'd now-a-days;z 


Be 


_ 


Be decent, clean, and handſome, bue not mie; 


Reſpectful and well bred, but not preciſe. 
Preſerve a Mean; yet of the two | 


A Fop leſs odious chan a Sloven em. 


Of Receiving and Delivering ME SS AG E 8. 


| HOUGH this may ſcem an cal Thing to 


do, 

I fancy it may bear a Word or two: 

Nay, I believe there's ſome are glad to own, - 
That it's as nice a Point as any one. 
Sam Showder-knot was one, who us'd toſwear, 
He'd ſooner take a Cauſe from Meſiminſtor, 
Or bring a Sermon from the Church Verbatim, 
Than take a Meſſage from my Lady F- 
My Lady call'd me up, ſays Sam, one Day, 
Co Sam, ſays ſhe, and look d another Way, 
Go to my Lauy Trifle's, and dye hear, 
Tell ber Tm juſt a going for knows where; 

Ana, if ſbe think it proper, when Pm out, 

PII ſee the Party whom fhe pute about 
At Madam L- , hel} know who you mean, 
And ask if- Miſtreſs P- be within, 
And tell ber Mr. F- in Town, 
And would be glad, if he cod dot adv 


To ſee Miſs B-=», before he goeth reve 
fad let me : ſee, = -—_—, 


HER K ſbe run on, e Sam, to ſemerbin 
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But not worth while repeating now to you; 


Ang 
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Aid fo afar det before ſbe'd done, 
That I _y know: hat ſte d been talking on. 


Tuo' this may. be "the Caſe of one or two, 
I can't believe that there are many ſo; 
Our Blunders and Miſtakes more oft proceed, 
I'm apt to think, froni want of taking Heed, 
From Inattention or Forgetfulneſs, | 
A. Than from our Maſter's Fault, or NMiſtreſs a 


Wurm we receive « Meſſage, if we ſtand 
To hear che Words, and to receive Command, 
We think we've done enough, ſo poſt away, | 
Nor till we come to ſpeak think what we have to 
ſay, 

| This cauſes Heſitation and Surprize, | 
And thus diſorder'd we our Thoughts reviſe, 5 
And hence Confuſion and Miſtakes ariſe. 
We want to fpeak, but know not what to ſay, 
So jumble mn together any Way. 


To remedy this Evil, firſt take care 
. To get the Meaning of the Words you hear; 1 
Find the Deſign and End for which you're ſent, ) 4 
Think of each Circumſtance, and what i mean 
And this will any groſs Miſtake prevent. 
But in ſome Caſes it is neceſſary, 
Each ſingle individual Word to carry; 
For ſometimes in a Word which may appear 
To us, but little or no Weight to bear, 
Some ſecret Hint or Intimation lies, 
Unknown to us, nor ſeen by vulgar Eyes. 
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_ Diſcretion never fails to gain Eſteem. 


Tho' there may be more ſhining Qualities, 
Vet none more uſeful will be found than this: 


a). 
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ISCRETION next ſhall fill the humble 
Theme, 


This guides our Virtues right, and checks our ” \ 
Crimes, 
And teaches how to act at proper Time 


Forbids us now to ſpeak, and now S 


And all our Paſſions within Bounds reſtrains: 


Learns us with Patience little Ills to bear, ) 
And, unprovok'd, in humble Silence hear, 5 


A peeviſh Maſter ſcold and domineer. 
For Words may aggravate a trifling Jarr, | 


Which Silence wound have TOY into a laſting 


e 
Reaſons and Aae. are ag d f in vain, 
While Paſſion drives, and Anger holds the Rein: 
Wait but a Moment, till the Tempeſt ceaſe, 


Then you may ſpeak, be heard, and clear you ; 
with Eaſe. 


Forruzs you” re by this uſeful Virtue taught, 


To think beforchand what may be a Fault; 


To judge what Conſequences may enſue 
From what you are about to ſay or do; 

To act with Caution, and with Caution ſpeak, 
Nor eer, WER Occaſion Silence break : 


And 
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And when a Queſtion's ask d, let your Replies 
Be pertinent, perſpicuous, and conciſe; © 
But juſt enough to make your Meaning _ | 
And fit for you to ſpeak, and them to hear. 
But above all be careful to conceal 
What paſſes in the Houſe in which you duell; 
Your Maſter's Houſe his Cloſet ought to be, 
Where all arc Secrets which you hear or ſee: 
| Things which may ſeem of ſmalleſt Conſe- 
gauence, 
Ought not by any Means be cl thence ; 
For he who indiſcreetly babbles ſmall "Thing, 
May be ſuſpected of the ſame in all Things. 


Tnxse, and yet more untold Advantages, 
Guide the Diſcreet, and N him how to 
pleaſe; | 
Teach him with cunning Skill to hea and 
| find 
The darling Humours of a Maſter's Mind; 
Which once diſcoyer'd, we with Eaſe attain 
The Art to pleaſe him, and his Fayour gain: 
\ | Theſe are the chief, but we muſt add to theſe, 
A thouſand other little Niceties, 
To Servants only known, which tho they ſeem 
To ſome but Trifles, arc not ſo to them. 
A Word well-tim'd, or ſome ſmall Action done, 
In which a viſible good Meaning ſhone, 


D 1 


VGGGGGWGW—WwWWe 


„ 
Is oft with ſecret Approbation . 
And the firſt Riſe to many a one has been. 


rng 
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- a ſhort, this Virtue in a Servant's Breaſt, 

Brightens and adds a Value to the reſt; 
Sets us at work at proper Times, and gives 
a” to Our Words, Our Actions, and our 
ves. | 4” TIS 
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FT ER having digeſted the foregoing 
Sl Thoughts upon the Duty of Maſters 
and Servants into the Order you now 
cc them, I ventur'd to ſhew my Per- 
S222 formance to a Perſon of my Acquain- 
tance, who upon reading them over, told me he won- 
| der'd I had not taken notice of a late Pamphlet, 
entitled, Every Bodys Buſineſs, is no Bodys Buſineſs, 
done by one, who writes himſelf Andrew Moreton 
Eſq; I told him I had never ſeen it; and upon his 
. it would be worth my while, I bought 
the Book. Upon Peruſal, I found it ſtuft with no- 
thing in the World but opprobrious Railings, and 
ſpiteful Invectives againft the Pride, Lazineſs, and 
Diſhoneſty of Gentlemen's Servants. 


Wuaar particular Reaſons this Gentleman might 
have for the heayy Charge which he hath exhibited 
againſt us, I cannot poſitively affirm ; but it ſeems, 
as if the firſt Riſe of his Quarrel with us proceeded 
from two or three groſs Blunders, which he cone 
feſſes himſelf to have been guilty of, in miſtaking 
the Maid for the Miſtreſs. 'T his, - I ſuppoſe, ſo 
mightily incens'd the poor Gentleman, that he was 
reſoly'd, if poſſible, to be reveng'd upon the whole 
Body of us at once, And, in order to it, he _ | 
attacks 
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Aàttacks us in the Article of Wages, in which he is 
plw&kẽkas d to think we are very exorbitant, and endea- 
4 vours to reduce them from ſeven or eight Pounds a 
2 Year, to two or three, imagining, to be ſure, that 
i | by this Means he ſhould effectually fecure the Maid- 
$3 | Servants for the future, from leading him into any 
_ Errors by their fine Cloaths. 


Hur to ſcreen himſelf from this Imputation, he 
enumerates ſeveral Inconveniences which he would 
perſuade us ariſe from Seryants wearing Silks, Cot- 
tons, and painted Linnens. And firſt, he wiſely. 
thinks *tis detrimental to our Woollen Manufac- 

= ture, not conſidering that there are very few Silks worn 
amongſt Servants, but what are their Ladies caſt 
= Cloaths,which if they was not to wear, would be ſold 
to the old Cloath-Shops, and worn amongſt the com- 
mon People's Wives and Daughters; and where then 


would be the Difference, with reſpect to the Wool- 
len Manufacture? | 


Wr.; but fine Cloaths are apt to fill the Head 
with high Thoughts; they grow proud, ſays he, 
and for fear of ſoiling their gay Garments, avoid 

all Manner of Houſhold Buſineſs Very good! 
what becauſe a Seryant has one Silk Gown, or ſo, 
to go abroad in now and then, does it follow, that 
they have nothing but Silks and Sattins to do the 
Drudgery of the Houſe in? Tis very probable, 
Sir, it you had ſeen the Chamber-Maid you was ſo 


oomplaiſant to, an Hour or two before, you had 
tound her in another Garb. 


Bur this is not all: Our Wives and Daughters, 
ſays he, (tho', by the Bye, I believe he never hadithe 
Honour of cither,) are led into a great deal of Lx- 
travagance, by endcayouring to go finer than _ 
| er- 


* 
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Servants, A very likely Story! and a handſome 
— to = Ladies, * needs confeſs, * 
as if a fine Woman had nothing to diſtinguiſh her A 

from a Servant, but the Richneſs of her Apparel. In- 
deed, with a Gentleman of * uire{Moreton's elegant 
Taſte, we find a Cook or a Houſe-Maid, if ſhe ap- 

pear in any Thing of a tollerable Dreſs, is eaſily 
miſtaken for a fine Lady, - 

Tuxsx are a few of his ill Conſequences atifin 
from Servants wearing Silks, Cottons, and paint 
Linnens; and I could mention ſeveral others equat 
ly trifling and ridiculous ; but, amongſt the reſt, I 
cannot omit his 3 _ Notice of its en- 
hancing the Article of Sope: Nothing in the World 
could have more betray'd his mean and ſordid Tem- 
per, than this low ungentlemanlike Remark. III an- 
{wer for it, allowing a Servant to have a Gown 
waſh'd amongſt the reſt of the Cloaths every Week, 
which is more than moſt of them have, that five 
Shillings extraordinary, in a whole Twelvemonth, is 
the Outſide of this mighty Expence. 


| From our Pride, he proceeds to our Pilfering. 
And here too, with his uſual Juſtneſs and Good- 
Nature, he accuſes us in the Lump, makes no Sup- 
ofition that ſome of us may be honeſt : no, no; 
ever a Barrel the better * You may wink 
and chuſe, Gentlemen, you are ſure to cheated ; for 
a Man no ſooner becomes a Servant, but he becomes 

4 Villain: Honeſty and Servitude are incompatable. 
At leaſt, this is what Mr. Moreton would perſwade 
us. But 1 there are a great many Gentlemen, 

* 


whom good Experience hath taught a better Opi- 
pinion, 


Bur 


* 
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Bur let us ſee: What are theſe enormous Crimes 
Which he lays to our Charge? Why, pilfering of 
Tea, Sugar, Wine, Oc. for Vipkets going to Mar- 
ket, and buying one Joint of Meat for our Maſters, 
and another for ſome E Friend or Relation; re- 
ceĩving Ar as he calls it; or taking ſo much 
in the Pound of our Maſters Tradeſmen when we 
pay their Bills: Or, in ſhort, giving a Sup of ſmall 


r, a Bit of Bread, or broken Victuals, which we 


__ cat, to any poor Body at the Door; and the 


I $4art. not go about to exfenuate theſe Crimes, 
or to ſay we are not, ſome of us, guilty of them; 
but, I hope, he will give me Leave to think we 

are not all ſo ; or that, if we were, we ſhould yet 

be far from being upon a Level with * | 
Mid. I as much abhor the little mean Tricks of 
Pilfering as any Body; but I cannot think that u- 
ſing a little Sugar, or putting two or three Grains 
of Tea to that which our Maſters and Miſtreſſes 
have done with, is ſo mighty a Crime, as to deſerve 
the Conſideration of the Legiſlature. 


- 


As to defrauding our Maſters in laying-in Pro- 
viſions, tis almoſt impoſſible to do it, fince moſt 
Butchers now ſend in a Note with their Meat every 
Day :. But if there be any (as I don't deny but 
there may) who follow this villainous Practice, I 
agree with Mr. Moreton, that they ought to be 

treated with the utmoſt Severity. 


Bur as to the Cuſtom of taking ſo much in the 
Pound of ſome particular Traders, when we pay 
their Bills, it is not ſo much we that exact it, as they 
that allow it us; and I ſee no Reaſon in the World 
why 


To n 
505 they. ſhould not. Gentlemen take larger 
Quantities of Proviſions, Cc. than common People, 
their Fay is generally better, and their Cuſtom more - 

valuable ; which, therefore, leſt a Trader ſhould loſe, 
— * a Gratuity to the Servant not ill be- 
NOW k 1 3 | | 


His next Endeavour is to abrogate the good and 
laudable Caſtom of giving Vails to Seryants ; in 
which, I think, it plainly appears that mere Spite 
and Malice, more than any real Grievance, is the 
Cauſe of this worthy Gentleman s appearing in Print 
againſt us: What eiſe eguld induce one whom it 
nothing at all concerns (for I dare ſay we are none 
of ug a Farthing the richer from his Generolity) to 
be ſo ſtrenuous in the aboliſhing of it. 


' Tuts Cuſtom Was frft introduc d, 7 ays he, to en- 
courage the Well dęſerving- And why mayn't it be 
continued for the ſame. Purpoſe ſtill? Why mayn't 
thaſe that deſerve well be encourgg d now, as well 
as formenly? Is not Merit as valuable now, as it was 
then? For my Part, I cant fee how Gentlemen can 
beſtow a Shilling better, than in thus encouragi 
each other's Servants to do well; for I would have 
all my Brother Servants to look upon what they 
receive, as given them with that Deſign; and ac- 
cordingly uſe their Endeavours to deſerve it. 


He proceeds from this to take away from us the 
Liberty of giving a Month's Wages, or a Month's 
Warning. This, with Mr. Moreton, is an intolera- 
ble Grievance, and which he would very fain redreſs ; 
though 1 cannot perceive, that any Thing in the 
World could be more juſt and equitable, But he 
wants to have us faſt : He is very ſenſible, poor 
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+ Ts it were worth while to take Notice of all the 
little ſpiteful Accuſations; with which he endeavours 
to blacken us, and leſſen the Eſteem of our Mafters 
towards us, I could proceed a great Way further; 
but I grow weary of the Sudzeck, and ſhall conclude 

at preſent with an hearty and ſincere Wiſh, that 


tzhoſe of my Brethren, who do actually reſemble the 


Picture which Squire Moreton has drawn of them, 
may never meet with a better Maſter than he to en- 
—Aĩ ͤ 0 
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